
www.southlakeland.gov.uk 

Health and Sustainability Impact 

Assessment Form 
Rural England Prosperity Fund Investment Plan Addendum 

Appendix 3

http://www.southlakeland.gov.uk/


 

2 

Environment and health 

Greenhouse gas emissions 

SLDC’s aim is to be carbon neutral by 2030: How will your proposal affect greenhouse gas 

emissions? 

Consider:  

Energy saving, for example preventing unnecessary use of energy - reducing use of 

appliances or cutting down on journeys that are not required. 

Improving energy efficiency - ensures that the maximum benefit is gained from energy that 

is used. For example energy is not wasted or lost through insulation, heating the right areas 

and efficient lighting. 

Renewable generation for example using renewable resources, such as wind, sunlight, 

rainwater. 

Minimising emissions from transport. 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to support through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners or in house that 

contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Investment made under this Fund 

will demonstrate the extent of contribution to net zero and nature recovery objectives, 

including the UK’s legal commitment to cut greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050, 

wider environmental considerations, such as resilience to natural hazards and the 25 Year 

Environment Plan commitments. 

To support green growth, we will also consider how projects can work with the natural 

environment to achieve project objectives, and consider the project’s impact on our natural 

assets and nature. 

Alternative ways to deliver proposal 

Please show how you are addressing alternative ways of delivering your proposal with a 

reduced or zero requirement for energy, building space, materials or travel   

How are you using the waste/energy hierarchy – 1) avoid, 2) reduce, 3) reuse? 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to support through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners or in house that follow 

the waste/energy hierarchy. Projects may also improve energy efficiency for business and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/net-zero-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan/25-year-environment-plan-our-targets-at-a-glance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan/25-year-environment-plan-our-targets-at-a-glance
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community assets, reduce the use of materials by improving productivity and improve active 

travel options. 

Air quality 

Please demonstrate how your project will have an impact on air quality. 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to support through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners or in house that lead 

to an improvement in air quality by improving business productivity and energy efficiency, 

leading to lower pollution and waste. Investment made under this Fund will demonstrate the 

extent of contribution to net zero and nature recovery objectives, including the UK’s legal 

commitment to cut greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050. 

Biodiversity 

Please outline any impacts on biodiversity that your proposal might have  

“To halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and establish 

coherent ecological networks, (create) more and better places for nature for the benefit of 

wildlife and people”: Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem 

services, DEFRA. 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to support through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners that improve 

biodiversity. To support green growth, we will consider how projects can work with the 

natural environment to achieve project objectives, and consider the project’s impact on our 

natural assets and nature. 

Climate change impact 

How does your proposal mitigate the impacts of climate change?  

Assess the risks and impacts associated with climate change (extreme weather events: 

flooding, heatwaves, droughts and fires) and the implications for our services and 

communities. Describe measures in place to embed resilience and recovery. 

Response:  
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This will be dependent on the proposals selected to fund through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners that mitigate the 

impacts of climate change. Investment made under this Fund will demonstrate the extent of 

contribution to net zero and nature recovery objectives, including the UK’s legal 

commitment to cut greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050, wider environmental 

considerations, such as resilience to natural hazards and the 25 Year Environment 

Plan commitments. 

Active travel 

How does the proposal enable active travel?  

Encouraging and facilitating walking, cycling and public transport. 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to support through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include community projects delivered by partners or in 

house that enable active travel and invest in sustainable travel infrastructure. The Rural 

Fund funds capital projects for small businesses and community infrastructure and supports 

activities that specifically address the particular challenges rural areas face. 

Economy and culture 

Sustainable development 

How does the proposal contribute to inclusive and sustainable development? 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to support through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners or in house that 

contribute towards inclusive and sustainable development. The Rural Fund funds capital 

projects for small businesses and community infrastructure and supports activities that 

specifically address the particular challenges rural areas face. 

Pay 

How does the proposal impact on jobs and levels of pay? 

Response:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/net-zero-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan/25-year-environment-plan-our-targets-at-a-glance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan/25-year-environment-plan-our-targets-at-a-glance
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This will be dependent on the proposals selected to support through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners or in house that 

contribute towards the creation of high quality jobs and raise levels of pay. The Rural Fund 

funds capital projects for small businesses and community infrastructure and supports 

activities that specifically address the particular challenges rural areas face. This will help to 

improve productivity and strengthen the rural economy and rural communities. 

Healthier high streets 

Demonstrate how the proposal contributes to healthier high streets. 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to fund through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners or in house that 

contribute towards the development of healthier high streets. The Rural Fund funds capital 

projects for small businesses and community infrastructure and supports activities that 

specifically address the particular challenges rural areas face. This will help to improve 

productivity and strengthen the rural economy and rural communities. 

Culture, creativity and heritage 

How does the proposal impact on culture, creativity or heritage and if not can they be 

embedded in this proposal? 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to fund through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners or in house that 

improve the cultural, creative and heritage offer of the district. The Rural Fund funds capital 

projects for small businesses and community infrastructure and supports activities that 

specifically address the particular challenges rural areas face. This can include funding for 

local arts, cultural, creative and heritage institutions and activities. 

Housing and communities 

Housing standards 

Does the proposal lead to an improvement in the standard of housing? 

Response:  

The proposal is not expected to have a direct impact on the standard of housing. 
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Access to housing 

How does the proposal increase access to housing? 

Response:  

The proposal is not expected to have a direct impact on access to housing. 

Crime and fear of crime 

How does the proposal reduce crime or fear of crime? 

Response:  

The proposal is not expected to have a direct impact on crime.  

Social connectedness 

How does the proposal increase social connectedness? 

Response:  

This will be dependent on the proposals selected to fund through the Rural England 

Prosperity Fund but these may include projects delivered by partners or in house that 

increase social connectedness. The Rural Fund funds capital projects for small businesses 

and community infrastructure and supports activities that specifically address the particular 

challenges rural areas face. This can provide better community infrastructure and economic 

opportunities, which help to improve social connectedness and wellbeing. 

Health and sustainability impact summary 

Each category is rated either: Positive, Negative, Neutral, or unknown 

Environment and Health 

Greenhouse gases emissions: Type rating (e.g. Positive) for categories below 

Air Quality: Positive  

Biodiversity: Positive 

Impacts on climate change: Positive 

Reduced or zero requirement for energy, building space, materials or travel: Positive 

Active travel: Positive 
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Economy and Culture 

Inclusive and sustainable development: Positive 

Jobs and level of pay: Positive 

Healthier high streets: Positive 

Culture, creativity and heritage: Positive 

Housing and communities 

Standard of housing: Neutral 

Access to housing: Neutral 

Crime: Neutral 

Social connectedness: Positive 

Health and sustainability action plan 

What actions will be taken to eliminate or minimise any negative impacts identified above? 

Actions Who’s responsible Completed (Date) 

Ensure that the investment plan addendum 
and its delivery seeks to maximise the potential 
economic, social, environmental, health and 
sustainability benefits of the Rural England 
Prosperity Fund 

Operational Lead – 
Place and 
Environment 

30/11/22 

 

What positive actions will be taken to advance health or sustainability? 

Actions Who’s responsible Completed (Date) 

Ensure that the investment plan and its 
delivery seeks to maximise the potential 
economic, social, environmental, health and 
sustainability benefits of the Rural England 
Prosperity Fund 

Operational Lead – 
Place and 
Environment 

30/11/22 

Research 

Evidence, research and other sources of information used to inform the Impact 

Assessment: 

Supporting information and guidelines for the Rural England Prosperity Fund provided by 

the UK Government; 

Rural England Prosperity Fund: prospectus - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus
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Rural England Prosperity Fund: interventions, objectives, outputs and outcomes summary - 

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Levelling Up the United Kingdom - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

A Local Partnership Group made up of representatives from a range of strategic 

organisations was formed during preparation for submission of the Council’s UK Shared 

Prosperity Fund investment plan. This Group has continued to be consulted with during 

development of the delivery phase of the UKSPF and has been closely engaged with during 

planning for the Rural Fund to ensure the strategic fit and deliverability of selected 

interventions and to guarantee that a diverse range of local insight and expertise is 

captured. Membership information of the Group is in Appendix 2. 

In addition to this, one-to-one discussions have been held with several key partner 

organisations with a close interest in the Rural Fund. These include the Lake District 

National Park Authority, the National Farmers Union and Action for Communities in 

Cumbria.  

Development of the investment plan addendum has also been guided by a local evidence 

base of challenges and opportunities developed by the Council’s consultancy partner 

Hatch. 

Consultation 

Details of any specialists or groups that you have discussed this proposal with and the 

advice/information provided: 

A Local Partnership Group made up of representatives from a range of strategic 

organisations was formed during preparation for submission of the Council’s UK Shared 

Prosperity Fund investment plan. This Group has continued to be consulted with during 

development of the delivery phase of the UKSPF and has been closely engaged with during 

planning for the Rural Fund to ensure the strategic fit and deliverability of selected 

interventions and to guarantee that a diverse range of local insight and expertise is 

captured. Membership information of the Group is in Appendix 2. 

In addition to this, one-to-one discussions have been held with several key partner 

organisations with a close interest in the Rural Fund. These include the Lake District 

National Park Authority, the National Farmers Union and Action for Communities in 

Cumbria.  

Development of the investment plan addendum has also been guided by a local evidence 

base of challenges and opportunities developed by the Council’s consultancy partner 

Hatch. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus/rural-england-prosperity-fund-interventions-objectives-outputs-and-outcomes-summary
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus/rural-england-prosperity-fund-interventions-objectives-outputs-and-outcomes-summary
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/levelling-up-the-united-kingdom

